
 
 

 
 

 What do you suppose life was like in Europe during the 1600’s for everyday 
people who lived under the rule of absolute monarchs?  Below is a list of terms associated 
with that time period.  We are going to examine the words and see if we can come up with 
hypotheses about what life was really like. 
 

Prime Minister 

Divine Right 

Spain 

France 

English Bill of Rights 

Cabinet 

Peace at Westphalia 

Nobles 

Peasants 

Debt 

England 

Parliament 

Over-spending 

Czar 

Louis XIV 

Revolt 

Russia 

Ivan the Terrible 

Westernize 

Boyars 

Serfs 

Charles I 

Martial law 

Throne 

Puritans 

Oliver Cromwell 

Palace at Versailles 

Lavish 

Taxes 

Thirty Years War 

Middle class 

Catholic Church 

Philip II 

Hapsburgs 

English Civil War 

Peter the Great 

Glorious Revolution 

Constitutional Monarchy 

Maria Theresa 

Reign 

Warm-water ports 

Mongols 

Secret police 

Renaissance 

Land-owners 

Imprisonment 

Gold 

Silver 

Spanish Armada 

Protestant 

Centralized power 

Elizabeth I 

Inflation 

Guild 

Prosperous 

Worship 

Seven Years War 

Frederick the Great 

Europe 

Luxury 

Arts 

Feast 

Sun King 

Nobility 

Heretic 

Inquisition 

Limited Monarchy 

Petition of Rights 

Treason 

 



 
Directions: After examining the words above, try and come up with six different categories the words might go 
in to.  For example: geography, people, etc…  Assign a category to each box by and write it on the line above 
the box.  Place each term from above in an appropriate box below.  You must place every term from above in a 
box. You may put the same word in multiple boxes. 
 
__________________________           _________________________            _________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
__________________________            _________________________             ________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

Hypothesis 
 

Evidence For: Evidence Against: 

Example: 
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Writing a Letter: Imagine you are a peasant living in Europe during the Age 
of Absolutism, write a letter to a relative or friend living in the new 
world explaining what life is like living under the rule of an absolute 
monarch.  In you letter you must use at least three words from each of 
your category boxes.   
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Directions: On the lines provided, explain how each term is related to the term next to it. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Directions: In the boxes below, draw a  
picture that illustrates each term 
above. 
 

Divine Right Absolutism 

Centralized power 
 

__________________
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Centralized Power 

Absolutism Divine Right 


